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is mainly aboriginal, Kawars numbering 30,000 and Gonds 16,000.
Next to these, Gandas and Rawats are the most numerous castes.

Black soil is found in small quantities towards the Bilaspur border,
but the yellow rice land of Chhattlsgarh extends over most of the
State. About 470 square miles, or 32 per cent, of the total area, were
occupied for cultivation in 1904, of which 375 square miles were under
crop. About 80 per cent, of the cultivated area is under rice, and
next to this the most important crops are pulses (28,000 acres), ///
(9,000), and kodon (8,000). The cropped area has increased by n per
cent, since 1881. More than 1,800 tanks have been constructed for
irrigation, which supply water to 7,000 acres under normal circum-
stances. About 500 square miles, or a third of the whole area, are
under forest. The principal timber trees are sal (Shorea robusta\ saj
(Terminalia tomentosa)^ and bljdsal (Pterocarpus Marsupium). Iron
ore and coal have been found in the State ; the former is worked by
native methods, and agricultural implements are exported to the neigh-
bouring territories. Tasar silk cloth of a superior quality is made
at Raigarh. Among the local products may be noted cucumber seeds,
which are exported to a considerable extent. The main line of the
Bengal-Nagpur Railway passes through the centre of the State, with
stations at Raigarh, Naharpali, Khursia, and Jamgaon. Four miles
of metalled and 212 miles of unmetalled roads have been constructed.
The principal routes are those from Raigarh to Sarangarh, Padampur,
and Lailanga, and from Khursia to Dhabra.

The total revenue in 1904 was Rs. 1,50,000, of which Rs. 68,000
was derived from land, Rs. 34,000 from forests, and Rs. 30,000 from
excise. A cadastral survey has been carried out, and the system of
land revenue assessment is based on that in force in British territory.
The revenue is settled with the headmen of villages, who are allowed
to retain a portion of the * assets,' but have no proprietary rights. The
incidence of land revenue is less than 4 annas per occupied acre.
The total expenditure in 1904 was Rs. 1,31,000, the principal items
being Government tribute (Rs. 4,000), expenses of the ruling family
(Rs. 34,000), administration in all departments (Rs. 55,000), and
public works (Rs, 31,000). The tribute is liable to periodical revision.
The expenditure on public works since 1893, under the supervision
of the Engineer of the Chhattlsgarh States division, has amounted to
Rs. 1,36,000, including the construction of the roads already men-
tioned, a number of tanks, various buildings for public offices and
schools, and a residence for the chief. The educational institutions
comprise 24 schools with 1,786 pupils, including English and vernacu-
lar middle schools and two girls' schools. The expenditure on education
in 1904 was Rs. 7,800. In 1901 the number of persons returned as
literate was 2,963, the proportion of males able to read and write